Open common bile duct exploration--end of an epoch?
With the advent of laparoscopic cholecystectomy and the impending replacement of open common bile duct exploration, we have reviewed our ten year experience of conventional common bile duct exploration. Open cholecystectomy was performed in 1681 patients and the common bile duct was explored in 325 (19%). Following initial duct exploration, rigid choledo identified residual choledocholithiasis in 58 and periampullary neoplasia in 2 patients. Unexpected retained stones were identified in 3 patients (0.9%). In a further 4 patients, stones which could not be dislodged from the hepatic ducts were confirmed on 10 day T-tube cholangiogram--transduodenal sphincteroplasty had been performed at the time of original surgery in all four. The mortality was 1.9% overall and 1% during the last 5 years. Endoscopic exploration must compare favourably with these data for safe transition to less invasive techniques.